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Louise Gray debuted at Fashion East last September, her signature tromp l’oeil dresses attracting critical acclaim. Since then, Louise’s work, praised for the succinct use of colour, shape and movement, has been sold through the department store Liberty; a neat marriage considering the renowned central London store’s own history within the arts and crafts movement.

This designer’s interpretation of dressing is both developed and expanded upon for Autumn Winter, irregular and found objects in contrast colours adorning the sheer black or sharply luminous blank canvas’ that form the basis of each considered piece.

A shift dress, whose two-tone colour ways are perfectly matched in their vibrant simplicity is naively ornamented with cotton thread and lengths of zip, curled looped or stitched in such a way that is reminiscent of Swedish folk embroidery. That these little known indigenous traditions are absorbed and then brought right up to date with such clarity is a testament to Louise’s ability to bring together two distinct art forms to create intriguingly wear-able clothes.
Graduating in shape, A-line dresses of multi-layered chiffon in either a black or bright colour base, embellished and then layered once more in provocatively sheer black silk chiffon, creates a more mature, image conscious understanding of the Louise Gray girl, the fine outer layer adds an adult sexuality and iridescence, with lengths of coloured chiffon used as thread to hand-embroider swirling designs that hint at the traditional, yet at the same time embracing a teenage pre-occupation with neon, that from a-far take on a L.E.D like quality.
A development of tailoring shows Gray’s gradual and careful approach in creating a full wardrobe, sharp ankle length trousers, jackets and coats play with boyish-western shapes and detailing, softened by thick cord piping, raw edge chiffon panels on pockets, and looped fringing across the shoulders. Simple sheer chiffon tops teamed with the trousers lighten any sense of hard masculinity, rather a slightly awkward adolescence.

Whilst embellishment continues to showcase Gray’s magpie like talent to ‘make and do’, shapes are further refined and then re-simplified, well matched colours and fabrics combine to create dresses that reconcile themselves to simply being worn. Taking away the added extras encountered so far leaves Louise Gray’s clothes with wear-ability and the option to adorn whenever the mood takes, which perhaps reveals the most about her own unique style.
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