
             Marios Schwab Spring Summer 2008

        “Vigour-mortis”

Marios Schwab’s Spring Summer 2008 collection takes a literal 
journey within the body.  Enthused by Andreas Vesalius’ De 
Humani Corporis Fabrica, the fabric of the human body becomes 
the fabric of the collection.  This fascination with the body’s 
topography is explored through the inner structure of a 
garment, which is transformed and reflected on the outside. 

A dress holds complex internal harnesses; straps pull fabric 
away from, and around the body; fabric is manipulated with the 
use of wire, simulating veins, twisting and turning to fit  - holding 
a loose silhouette strategically in place in order to reveal the 
form beneath.  Sections of a jacket are dissected, and rolled 
away from the body, revealing contrasting layers of print, colour 
or the skin itself.

Strings of pearls, used out of their traditional context, are 
juxtaposed with everyday chunky plastic zips; acting as 
symmetrical muscular structures to form a supportive frame 
around body and garment.

Pre-occupied with the concept of clothes as a personal living 
space, the collection also explores Giuliana Bruno’s 'Atlas of 
Emotion',  the excerpt 'address to a dress', which discusses 
habitation, habitus and abito.  These three words come from the 
same Latin root: abito translating as 'dress'; living space and 
clothes are inevitably intertwined. 

Heat reactive fabrics, affected by personal touch and the body’s 
natural warmth, are instantly altered to an inimitable state: each 
piece becomes unique to the wearer at one particular time, ones 
contact becomes visible.

         “To live is to leave traces”.
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