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“You're dressed to kill and guess who's dying?”

                                                                                                             Bryan Ferry - Dance Away
We are sad to announce that after the physical exuberance and lustful frivolity of last season it seems that, at the House of Piers Atkinson at least, the honeymoon period is already over. Yesterday’s bride-to-be is today’s Weeping Widow, respectfully obscured by ultra-chic monotones, ornamental veiling and beading.

But is it really all that sad? Glass crocodile tears are sewn into veils but so too are alluring, and unexpected, beauty spots. The collection’s discreet veils seem to be made (like skirts) to be lifted – but be warned, traces of a steely resolve, and perhaps worse, are hinted at in sharp studs, hat pins, arrow-tail feathers and a garrotte-like plait. Fierce leopard prints and slashed leather are barely tamed by antique lace and ostrich, while last season’s pearly splashes have frozen into rictus grins. Perhaps widowhood wasn’t such a terrible surprise after all…
Felt berets, pillboxes and hair-bands are worked with leather, antique lace and tulle. Trimmings include veiling, plumage, tusk sequins and beading. Sober Ebony, Storm Grey, Nude and Volcanic Ash are lifted by metallic glints in Chrome, Jet and Gunmetal with an occasional splash of Guillotine Red. Make note, however, that a lone piece in Half-Mourning Mauve reminds us Spring is on its bountiful way.
The collection is photographed on Lucy Atkinson, Piers’ sister and long-term muse who flew in from the southern hemisphere for the shoot. ‘It Is Later Than You Think’ is accompanied by a photographic collaboration with photographer Morgan White and stylist Kim Howells. It is Atkinson’s first portrait of his sister in over ten years.

This collection, retaining Atkinson’s signature sense of humour, is as ripe for an outing at Royal Ascot as much as the society funeral, a spin on the dance floor or for simple, dressed-to-kill style.
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