John Rocha Autumn Winter 10

The Autumn Winter 2010 collection celebrates John’s love of apparent contradiction – dissolving the boundaries between the fragile and the strong, the tender and the fierce. Using texture and structure he develops the particular balance of restraint and abandon, primitive and refined. 

Gathering diverse notions from Deborah Turbeville’s ‘ninos’ of Guatemala, Mayan battle dress, a little natural history, the gauchos of the Argentinean pampas and – dandy Edwardian ruffians.

John’s colours are as ever, rooted in twenty five shades of black, crossed with creamy white, ashen rose, shadowed brown, grey and slivers of silver and mercury.

His palette is textural – wild in felted wools and gazelle stripe, untamed leathers and shearlings and precious in delicate lace, cobwebbed yarns, brocade, sparkles, silk satin and crepe.  Felted wools and nappas are fashioned in botanical spikes and leaves, and reptilian spines adorn filigree knits. Intricate patchwork of savage wools and opulent broderies create unexpected surfaces in coats and gowns. Tattered georgette ruffles tumble over dresses and tanks. 

Softly figured profiles in jackets and tailored dresses play against soft volumes that drape the body in new proportions. Playful cutting adds a certain charm in sleeveless coats and short full skirts. Strictly tailored coats and blazers counter the languid sensuality of bias cut dresses. 

The assured menswear silhouette is distorted with layering and plays with reversals – inside out and downside up, raw and urbane. 

Teetering headdresses in shredded velvets or ripples of silk and flannel and elevated gilly laced shoes, frame the entire collection.

Not driven by trend – John creates his own individual portraits of women and men, a point of view explored through the things he loves most.
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